JOURNAL OF WEATHER MODIFICATION
IS DEDICATED TO

MARION NELSON BRUCE
- a thwe Amernican Pioneern -
Januarny 31, 1899 - February 12, 1975

THE RAINMAKERS

To the gusndians of the sky,
For the ones who ask why.

Some people Like you help mankind,
Otherns scoff of every new find.

Keep doing the best you can
04§ helping your gellow-man.

Forn some believe and otherns won't
Thundenbind Laughs at those who don'Z.

Marianne Bruce MiLlLen



MARTON NELSON BRUCE

Marion Buuce was boan on January 31, 1899 at Winterset, Towa Lo
Richand and Bentha Biuce. He passed away on Februany 12, 1975 at the
Undversity of Minnesota Hospital and was Laid fo nest at the Black HLEs
Notional Cemefary near Staugess, South Dakota.

Mardon moved with his family to Walf, South Dakota, in 1904, attended
schoot there and in Rapid City, then ghaduated grom South Dakota State College
in 1921, He mavnied Abvera Petenson on December 5, 1925 at Custen. They made
thein home in Scendic, and in 1933 Marion took a posdition with the Buteau of
Indian Affains, serving for 13 years, Tn 1945, the Bruce famify moved o
MeIntosh, South Dakoita,

In the yeans which foffowed, Marion was noi one fo hemain an inactive
pant of the community. Afready an Anmy veteran of WWI and WWII, he became
a member of the Order of Eastenn Stan, Masonic Bodies, the American Legion
Post, and a Member of the State Histondical Society. Othen intenests included
sponsorship of the Water Flonidation Program which he organized and followed
through the South Dakota State Legislature until Lts final passage.

But Marion's heal intenest and pioneering thrust came in the field of
weather modification. We can nemember when he stanted his own "rainmaking"
experiments by soaking briquets .in sifver Lodide and buwning them in his
cook stove, then going outside to cbsenve clouds for possible effects. The
sdlven Lodide aﬂaﬁeri corn cob was anothen of Mardion's {anovations. We also
nemember Marion speaking in meeiing rooms throughout the country Lhying Lo
get people interested £n weather mod{fication. Beginning £n 1950, he visited
Laboratonies, spoke with scientists, examined the experiments of others, and
did a few of his own. He was a tre student of the field.

Above all, Marion whofe Lettens; fots of them! He wrote them Lo
everyone!! These classic Rettens contained the seeds of weather modifica-
tion concepits which have been put to practice in yeans gone by and wiff con-
tinue to influence proghams of the future. The thoughts of Marion, along
with his pestening, perserverence and sthong persuasiveness, did much fo
move weather modification reseanch afong the noad to an active applied
scdence.

Today, the technolfogy of increasing rainfall and decheasing hail
damage by weather modigication fechniques has moved to such a Fevel of
respectability that fedenal, state and Local governments all over the wonld
are funding nesearch and operational programs. Many scientific uncertain-
ties nemain, but the day that precipitation management will become a fully
accepied technology by scientists and Lay pensons alike, has been considen-
ably hastened by the thoughts and deeds of Marion Nelson Bruce.



