
ON THE CONSUMPTION OF AgI SEEDING AGENT: DEPENDENCE
ON THE LIQUID WATER CONTENT IN THE SEEDING ZONE

Mladjen Cunc and Dejan Jallc
Institute of Meteorology, University of Belgrade, Belgrade, Serbia, Yugoslavia

Abstract. A one-dimensional kinematic model of Lagrangian type is applied to investigate some
hail suppression efficiency parameters dependence on the liquid water mixing ratio in the
seeding zone. The silver iodide seeding agents are injected at the bottom of the seeding zone
(a level of-8°C). Their interaction with cloud is simulated by a microphysical model. 
calculates the maximum seeding agent mixing ratio at the bottom of the seeding zone needed to
produce the critical number concentration of graupel at its top. This ratio is expressed through
the number of hail rockets fired (N). The value of N strongly depends on the type of agent
especially for lower values of liquid water mixing ratio.

1. INTRODUCTION

Extensive field measurements and
numerical modeling efforts have been made during
the last three decades to examine the physical and
dynamic processes taking place in hailstorms and
also to develop the reliable hail suppression tech-
nology. One of the concepts for reducing the sizes
and concentrations of hailstones falling from convec-
tive storms is beneficial competition (Sulakvelidze,
1967). Many hail suppression projects all over the
world have been organized (Federer, 1977; Miller
and Fuchs, 1987). One of them is the operational
hail suppression project based on the beneficial
competition concept which has been in operation in
Serbia twenty-seven years, where the hail suppres-
sion system covers about 40,000 km2 of agricultural

surface. This is one of the lar, gest areas in the world
protected by such a system (Curl6, 1990; Radinovic;
1972). Now, it will be expanded by an additional
20,000 km2 in the agricultural area of Vojvodina.
The hail suppression technology used is that of
injecting the silver iodide by rockets into the zone
between isotherm levels of-8°C and -12°C, when the
radar rcflectivity is greater than 25 dBz.

Measuring technology has increased the
amount and quality of data available from hail
suppression programs. Nevertheless, improvement
of the measurements to the required degree is likely
to be slow because of the technical difficulty of
obtaining data which are at once comprehensive,
accurate, representative and without temporal and
spatial limitations. Numerical modeling offers the
opportunity to supplement the measurements. It may
be possible to obtain useful insight into the cloud
seeding zone by studying it through numerical

modeling (ffuri~ and Janc, 1990; 1993; Farley et al.,

1994 a,b).

The choice of seeding material and its
efficiency when it is injected into the cloud has not
been subjected to rigorous examination until now,
largely due to the lack of quantitative knowledge of
the dynamical and microphysical characteristics of
the atmosphere in the seeding zone. This paper will
attempt to examine the dependence of seeding
agent’s residence time in the seeding zone and the
final graupel production at its top upon the liquid
water mixing ratio inside it. A 1-D kinematic model
will be used to access the utility of seeding material
used.

2. MODEL DESCRIPTION

A 1-D kinematic model of Lagrangian type
(~uric/and Janc, 1993) is applied to investigate the
seeding agent’s residence time and the final graupel
production in the seeding zone. It is assumed that
the vertical velocity depends on the graupel
production resulting from seeding.

The number concentration of the produced
graupel is calculated by microphysical model
described by ~uri~ and Janc (1990, 1993)¯ The
microphysical scheme of the model is shown in
~uri~ and Janc (1.990). The seeding agent may
produce cloud ice by several mechanisms. Among
them, the contact and deposition nucleation
mechanisms are the most important.

The main assumptions for the model
parameters inside the seeding zone are as follows.
The lapse rate of temperature is taken to be



7 K km1. The mean climatological value at the base
of the seeding zone is 570 hPa. The depth of the
seeding zone in all calculations is 571 m. The liquid
water content is assumed to be fixed; we use the
liquid water mixing ratio of 3, 4 and 5 x 1.0-3 kg kg-1

in our calculations. The Khrgian-Mazin size
distribution for the all drop spectrum is assumed.
The mean droplet radius takes the value of 60
The value of the reference vertical velocity is taken
to be fixed (in our case 20 ms-l). The entrainment
rate, ~t, is given the fixed value of 10.3 s~.

In the operative Hail Suppression Project in
Serbia, four principal types of agents are applied
(TG-10, TG-5, SAKO-6 and PP-6). Their maximum
values of the seeding agent ~mixing ratio and particle
masses are presented in Curi~ and Janc (1993).
They are based on the results of Hsie et al. (1980).
The modal radius of the seeding agent size distri-
bution is supposed to be 1~ = 0.03 ~tm.

The continuity equation for the silver iodide
mixing ratio is the same as ~n Cunc and Janc (1993),
except that the immersion freezing term is omitted.
So, the main sink terms are caused by the turbulent
diffusion process (described over the entrainment
rate) as well as the Brownian and inertial collection
rates due to cloud droplets and raindrops, phoretic
processes, and deposition nucleation. The analyzed
mixing ratio is related to the maximum seeding
agent mixing ratio.

3. MODEL RESULTS

In order to investigate the effectivity of each
particular seeding agent in producing graupcl, the

final graupel production(Ngr) as a function of the

liquid water mixing ratio is presented in Fig. 1. This
production is a result of the aerosols released per m3

from one rocket fired at the bottom of the seeding
zone. It is clearly shown that the PP-6 and the
SAKO-6 aerosols are much more effective in
producing graupel compared to the TG-10 and TG-5
aerosols. Also, the slopes of curves for PP-6 and
SAKO-6 are larger than for the other two agents.
For the TG-10 agent this production is practically
independent of liquid water mixing ratio.

The time evolution of different micro-
physical mechanisms responsible for final graupel
production is shown in Fig. 2 for a liquid water
mixing ratio of 3 x 10-3 kg kg4.

Fig. 1."
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The final graupel production,. ,’sr~ (ra-~ ),
as a function of the tiq~dd ~ve~er m~ming
ratio, Q(xtO"~ kg ~-9, for fou: [vpes of the
seeding agency,

The rates of change in number ¢oncenllation

of cloud ice oI graupel particles are designated by

Jx- The subscript x takes values: bco ic, br and ir for
the Brownian and inertial collection rates due 1o the
cloud droplets and raindrops, while ten and rd are
related to accretion rates caused by collecting the
cloud ice generated by contact and deposition
nucleation mechanisms, respectively, b~’ laindrops.
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All mechanisms except J rd decrease with time. The
greatest values are for contact nucleation (Jrcn)- The

mechanisms analyzed provide higher values for a
fixed time as the liquid water content increases.

The values of terms J x at any time depend

on the number concentration of droplets and
raindrops. In order to illustrate the dependence of
values of Jx on the liquid water mixing ratio (Q),

the initial cloud droplet, No(m-3), and raindrop,

Nr (m-a), number concentrations as functions of 

are shown in Table 1. It can be seen that both N¢

and Nr increase with liquid water content.

7"able 1. The initial cloud droplet, No (m-3 ), and

raindrop, Nr(m-3), number concentrations, 

functions of the liquid water mixing ratio,
O(x l -~ kg kg’l), f or RM =6012m.

No(m-a)
Nr(m3)

Q(xlO-3 kg kg4)

3 4
5x105 7x105
6x105 8x105

5
8x105
106

The aerosol residence time (tx) as 
function of the liquid water mixing ratio for four
seeding agents used is shown in Table 2. It may be
observed that values of the residence time for
Q = 3 x 10-a kg kg-1 differ more significantly than
those for Q = 5 x 10-3 kg kg4. The residence time as
well as the final graupel production are the greatest
for PP-6.

Table 2. The agent residence time t R (s), as 

function of the fiquid water mixing ratio,
Q(xlO~ kg kg’~), for four agents used under

condition when w = 20 ms-~, 12 =lO-~ s-~, and

RM = 60ktm.

TG-10

3
tR(s)

110

Q(xl0"3 kg kg4)

4

tR(s)

103

5

tl~(s)
102

TG-5 96 124 89
SAKO-6 94 80 115

PP-6 122 97 161

The primary parameter in an operational
hail suppression project is the maximum seeding
agent mixing ratio at the bottom of the seeding zone
needed to generate the critical number concentration
of graupel (I00 a) at i ts t op (Srivastava, 1967). I
can be expressed through the number of hail rockets
fired (N).

The relationship between the number of
rockets (N) and liquid water mixing ratio (Q) 
illustrated in Fig. 3. It is seen in this figure that
rockets with PP-6 and SAKO-6 chemical formu-
lations follow the same trend. N is nearly
independent of Q for the aerosols produced by these
two types of rocket compositions. For the other two
agents this interdependence is stronger, especially
for TG-10. The number of rockets N is always
greater for TG-10 in comparison to those for PP-6
and SAKO-6, especially for smaller values of Q.
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Fig. 3: The number of rockets required for four
agent types as a function of the liquid water
mixing ratio (Q).

By comparing the differences in N for each
four aerosols it is obvious that the number of rockets
fired in order to produce the critical number
concentration of graupel strongly depends on the
type of seeding materials which they contained. For
lower values of liquid water mixing ratio, this
difference becomes a factor of six. Because the price
of one rocket is practically independent of the
seeding agent, the cost of hail suppression can be
significantly reduced by using the most efficient
graupel producing seeding agent, especially for
lower liquid water mixing ratios in the seeding zone.

19



4. CONCLUSIONS

Results presented in this paper show that
the seeding agent residence time in the seeding zone,
the final graupel production at the top of the seeding
zone, and the number of hail rockets fired (N)
needed to produce the critical number concentration
of graupel strongly depends on the values of the
liquid water mixing ratio in the seeding zone,
especially for the TG-10 seeding agent.

It has been found that consumption of hail
rockets (N) can be six times smaller for lower liquid
water mixing ratio clouds if it is a PP-6 or SAKO-6,
instead of a TG-10. This means that the cost of hail
suppression can be significantly reduced by using the
appropriate seeding agent, especially for clouds with
lower liquid water mixing ratios.

These types of numerical calculations
improve our understanding of hail suppression
activity based on the beneficial competition concept.
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